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BY MELISSA CASTRO

Joke’s on you

Those of you
mourning the ability
to covertly steal The |
‘Washington Post’s
business section for
bathroom jaunts may
have been further
miffed if you heard the
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Not pleased

Results of an American City
Business Network survey of
small business owners show most
believe President Barack Obama
is not on ;
their side.
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rumor that the paper’s
cost-cutting publisher,
Katharine Weymouth,
is also considering
moving the entire Sat-
- urday edition online,
Reston-based media
‘Web site DCRTV.com
.- reported the move
April 1, citing an un-
named source. Turns
out the source might
have been playing a
prank on the 12-year-
old Web site and its
founder, Dave Hughes.

“I have since heard
from several inside
Post sources who say
that an elimination
of the Saturday print
edition is unlikely,”
Hughes says.

Ouch.

The joke didn’t stop
a few reporters from
ferreting out the truth.
Post spokeswoman
Kris Coratti says she
got a few media inqui-
ries.

“Has there been
any discussion inter-
nally? Absolutely not,”
Coratti says.

For his part, Hughes
isn’t ready to write the
story off. “My analysis:
The Post is thinking
about it. But not for the .
immediate future. If
the real estate market
continues to be weak,
and the Saturday real
estate section continues
to be so thin, it could
happen.”

... Speaking of real
estate ‘ads, we recently
came across two on
Craigslist (you know,
the free classifieds) for
homes once haunted
by midcentury political
figures.

See INNER LOOP, Page 2
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Recovery report

~ While the jury is out on the lasting effects of the governments stimulus package, the
frenzy it has created is real. Companies are scrambling for a way in, and “consultants”
want to help you out. We break down the $787 billion American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act by category and by jurisdiction, offering a resource guide on where
you can go to make sure your company is on the government’s radar.

Human factor

The federal government could add some 200,000 positions
to its payroll — 50,000 of which are related to the stimulus.
That is proying to be a strong lure for people outside the
region in their search for employment.
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Energy and technology

Local technology and energy companies are clamoring to
get in on contracts to modernize and upgrade a wide range
of systems including health care, buildings and broadband.
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Transportation .

Stimulus funds could give a new life to a plan for a regional
bus rapid transit system. Plus, local governments have re-
leased their lists of approved transportation projects.
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Universities

While the vast majority of education money going to states
is reserved for K-12, there are competitive grants that in-
stitutions of higher learning can go after. Area universities
including George Mason, George Washington, Maryland
and Johns Hopkins are all striving for a piece.
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TOP STORIES

NONPROFITS

Learning curve

Bill Hanbury’s new job
heading the United
Way comes with a tall
order: Rejuvenate fund-
raising and move the
organization forward.
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FINANCE

Name game

Chevy Chase Trust
remains a stand-alone
business despite its
sibling being sold to
Capital One. Page 5

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Good fight

Community develop-
ment groups fight to

~ keep receiving funding

from the District.
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RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE

Stalled out?

Homebuilders strug-
gling to get loans to
buy land fear for their
companies’ survival.
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VC REPORT
Coming up short

Local companies were
hard-pressed to raise
capital in the first quar-
ter, landing a total of
$62 million. Page 16
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BUSINESS SMARTS

Dream job

Courtney Banks says “The
Winds of War” got her = -
dreaming of a job in national
security. Today, she runs her
own firm, Nat’l Security Asso-
ciates Worldwide. Page 36

PEOPLE & COMMUNITY
Sun setting

LLC and grew it into one of
the largest solar installers
in the U.S., is stepping
down. Page 33

Jigar Shah, who founded SunEdison
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